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In the conclusion of the first
general session of the 90th
Indiana FFA State Convention, members and guests
were given the opportunity to
hear from past national officer, Wiley Bailey, in the keynote address. Bailey served
on both the Alabama state
officer team and as the
Southern Region Vice President on the 2012-2013 national officer team. Bailey
now resides in his home
state of Alabama, working as
an Area Director for the Alabama Farmers Federation in
conjunction with Farm Bureau where he lobbies state
legislature and works with local farmers to solve issues.
In addition to his day job,
Bailey continues to speak
around the country, doing 2030 events a year.

In an interview before the
keynote address, Bailey stated, “My message is about
simply helping others. All my
life I was raised by just normal people. Both my parents
were teachers and my dad is
a farmer on the side. I’ve really seen over the years that
folks that really make a difference in others' lives are not
necessarily rich or famous,
but they are just simple people willing to help others.
That’s what real leadership
is. I love the FFA. I was apart
of the FFA. The reason I love
FFA so much is that it really
focuses on real leadership. I
think real leadership can be
boiled down to being a servant. That’s what my message
is really about.
(Cont. on next page)

Becoming the 3rd Man Continued
I play the banjo and tell funny stories, but at the
end of the day my message to the students,
and hopefully what they take away from it, is
that I don’t have to be some rich or famous person, but who I am right now can make a difference in my community.”
Bailey captivated the audience with his banjo
playing and comical stories that kept the crowd
laughing throughout the evening. Bailey’s main
message was the idea of “Becoming the 3rd
Man.”
In the keynote address, Bailey said, “A real difference can be made by a 3rd man. That’s a
real leader. They aren’t there for the recognition
and not because of a title or because they’re
going to get an award. It’s just out of the goodness of their heart. They see the potential in
someone else and make a difference.”
In his interview Bailey explained that he shares
his message in order to inspire students to return to traditional values such as service and
friendship.

Bailey said, “I think that students are bombarded by a lot of deception in our society. The only
way they are successful is to meet this criteria
or they accomplish these goals. Maybe for a
young lady the only she is successful is if she
looks like this or participates in this or achieves
this. And I just don’t think that’s true. I think that
young people a lot of times see a set of standards that aren’t even really good standards to
have. They aren’t really making a difference in
anybody’s life or even their own life. I think the
more that I and others can speak to young people about how important these basic principles
are: loving your neighbor, being kind to those
around, forgiving people; the things that have
been passed down for generations. I think
that’s what we need to get back to and that’s
why I’m really excited about the opportunity to
speak at the Indiana FFA State Convention.”

Throughout his keynote address, Bailey
told three stories; that of Jordan and his banjo
lessons, Elias’s friendship, and the blind Himmelian native who sought companionship. Bailey’s address was filled with comical humor,
and the often strum of the banjo, but conveyed
a message that resonated with the crowd. Bailey’s address stressed the idea of “You never
know how far a little help can go.”
In his address, he said, “Real leaders might not
get recorded in the books or get the applause
or the recognition they deserve, but the people
they impact never forget them.”
In the conclusion of his interview, Bailey left
with a few words to Indiana FFA. “Well all you
FFA members out there, if I was talking to myself when I was in FFA, I would tell myself to
get as involved as possible and to do your best.
I remember I was involved with land judging
and Parliamentary Procedure. Then I ran for
district and then became a state and national
officer. And really I look back and I don’t think I
would change anything, but if I could encourage
myself, and I encourage all of you, to go to every event that you have the opportunity to go to,
make as many friends, work as hard as you
can, study as hard as you can for your CDE’s,
the things that you interview for, and are involved with. You will not regret doing your best
and trying to meet as many people as possible
and have as great as time possible,” said Bailey.

Kylie Schakel and Abigail Mayo

During the 90th Indiana FFA State convention at 4:30 PM banquet was held in the PMU south
ballroom honoring all past state officers of Indiana FFA. During the banquet we honored our
various supporters such as, FMC, Becks Hybrids, and Indiana farmers mutual. There was also
an auction to support the current state officers lifetime membership in the FFA. Along with that
the past state officers had the opportunity to listen to amazing talent while enjoying a nice meal
during the banquet. A few past state officers were interviewed on their experience.
Mark Timm

Ann Beckmann Fry

State president:
1989-90

State reporter: 2008-2009

National president
1990-91

Most memorable part about being a state officer: chapter visits-I got to know fellow teammates and see all the chapters and districts early which sets the tone for the year.

Advised in coming up with a member: keep
Piece of advice to SOC: One, if you are in a
trying new contest and activities
state officer yet get involved in everything you
can! When you run for state office just be real.
The authentic version of you is the one you
want to get elected to office. It’s not easy being
a state officer and you’ve got to be you. Be real,
be raw, make sure they see the real you and
just do your best and you’ll know it was enough.
Most memorable part about being an officer:
Being a state officer from Indiana is a very
unique experience and you live together so obviously putting together a bunch of teenagers
made the experience really neat. As a national
officer I got to meet president Bush three times,
traveled to seven countries and visited 40
states. It was absolutely beyond imagination to
be a farm boy from Fillmore Indiana that could
go from Indiana to around the world only
through FFA.

Emilie Kuhn Carson
Most memorable part about being a state officer: district contest and seeing all the kids
compete we didn’t really have a job so it was
nice to watch them put together everything they
knew.

Advised and coming up with a member: me
everyone you can. No matter where it is there’s
network, a connection to be made. Every year
your phone book should double in the year after
that it’s a double again. In today’s world most
likely Snapchat.

Abigail Mayo

On Tuesday, June 18, of the 90th Indiana FFA State Convention, members had the opportunity to
participate in 3 different community service projects.

During the first project members made 100 tie blankets for the local Lafayette community. The LTHC (Lafayette Transitional Housing Center) is in need of blankets for people of the
community who come in need of housing to various amenities. FFA members spent a few
hours of their day working together to cut, tie, and put together these blankets. As a part of
the FFA motto states, “...living to serve” members felt a sense of joy knowing these blankets
will go to open arms and will be greatly appreciated by those people. National Secretary
Layni LeBlanc even stopped by to help out!

Another awesome opportunity members were given on Tuesday was Food Finders. During
the Food Finders community service project members had the opportunity to pack food for
those in need. One of the projects consisted of volunteering at the Food Finders Food Bank.
Jobs ranged from stacking cans to sorting meat and boxing it. The third community service
opportunity was canstruction. Members gathered in Elliot to construct a display of various different canned foods that will be donated at the end of convention to spell the word “Surge”.

Kylie Schakel

During the 90th Indiana FFA State Convention I had the opportunity to sit down with visiting
officers from Ohio FFA and interview them on a few things. Kaylyn and Kolesen are true inspirations and their words are very moving. Feel free to take a look at the short interview:
Kolesen Mccoy

Kalyn Strahley

Springfield Ohio

Paulding Ohio

How has the state officer
How has the state officer
impacted your life: FFA
impacted your life: It has
has always served like a vechanged my life completehicle or a vessel for me to
ly. It has really just given
be able to find things
me a servant heart and rethrough it. The biggest one
ally showed me the service
is I used to be a shy, kinda
behind all things in life.
nerdy kid who didn’t really
Every member has just
want to interact or talk to a
made it so worth it. They
lot of people. Found the
have shown me so much
FFA, I found the blue jacket,
love, so much kindness
and found my voice through
and really just put the serFFA. Now I love being with
vice behind what we truly
people and kind of found a
do. I leave this year with a
passion for it and agriculservant heart and wanting to continue to serve
ture. Beforehand I didn’t really grow up on a
and love everyone around me.
farm or any connections to the industry whatAdvice to a member just now joining: Defisoever. Because of FFA I was able to find mynitely get as involved as you can. I know when I
self in public speaking, and growing in my abilstarted my freshman year I would not be where
ity to become personable with other people
I am today without those member who pushed
but also found a passion for an industry I was
and encouraged me to join everything I could
so not connected too.
and work hard for it. It really helps you find
Advice to a member just now joining: Take
yourself.
a hold of the opportunities you’re presented
with. People of the agriculture industry are a
different breed. They’re amazing, really down
to earth. Take ahold of that opportunity in your
community

Today’s events are brought to you by Vincennes University, Indiana Farm Bureau, Rose Acre Farms, and Asphalt Pavement Association of Indiana
Vincennes University, located in Vincennes, Ind., is home to one of the largest agriculture-based organizations available at the collegiate level. The inclusion of a Collegiate FFA allows Vincennes to provide an opportunity for college students to continue their involvement in FFA and agriculture. To learn
more about Vincennes
University visit https://
www.vinu.edu/

Indiana Farm Bureau,
headquartered in Indianapolis, Ind., provides
fellow Hoosiers with auto, life, home, business, and farm insurance. While providing safety and liability to the state of Indiana, they still believe in saving time to support youth and agricultural programs,
such as The Indiana FFA. If you would like more
information on Indiana Farm Bureau https://
www.infarmbureau.com/
Rose Acre Farms, located in Seymour, Ind., is
the second-largest egg producer in the U.S. This
family-started business donates thousands of eggs a year to many functions, including numerous
FFA Chapters to provide for their breakfasts or local fundraisers. To learn more about Rose Acre Farms visit their
website at http://www.goodegg.com/
The Asphalt Pavement Association of Indiana is dedicated
to promoting the use of asphalt by developing and delivering
customer-driven programs to enhance excellence in all aspects of asphalt production and construction. They also are dedicated to support Indiana FFA working directly with our members to give them hands on opportunities to get a feel of what the industry
is like. To get more information on opportunities from APAI visit https://asphaltindiana.org/

