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A LOOK AHEAD T 
he 89th Indiana State 
Convention kicked off 
yesterday with the first 
general session featur-

ing keynote speaker Josh 
Sundquist, author of Just Don’t 
Fall, and was apart of the USA 
Paralympics Ski Team. Josh is 
most known for inspiring mil-
lions by going and talking to 
groups of all sizes about his 
journey of living life with one 
leg and how, “life doesn’t al-
ways go as planned, but it is 
what you do with what you are 
given.” Josh was diagnosed 
with cancer all from the top of 
his knee to his pelvis on his left 
leg, he was given chemo but 
ultimately had to get his whole 
left leg amputated to have a 
chance to live. 
 
Josh compared the struggles 
we all face in life to bulls, 
claiming, “I don’t know what 
that bull is for you, but I know 
that things happen, problems 
happen.” The topic that Josh 
touched on most importantly 

was our response to these 
“bulls.” He said that you’re re-
sponse is key; get up, gather 
your things, and take one step, 
then another, and another, un-
til it is just walking. While these 
may seem to be throwing your 
whole life off track, they always 
are working towards some-
where, something. When Josh 
was young he seen his friend 
in a travel soccer uniform and 
wanted to be on that team so 
bad, but then he had to get his 
leg amputated. Josh now is liv-
ing the dream he thought was 
over, on a much larger scale; 
he is playing for the USA am-
putees soccer team and is go-
ing to the world cup in Mexico 
here soon. He got passed his 
bull, now will you? 
 
“Sometimes the uniform we 
get in life is better than the one 
we thought we wanted.” 
-Josh Sundquist 
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O 
n Tuesday, June 19, FFA members made tie blankets as 
apart of a community service project. Members spent 
many hours and worked hard to cut, tie, and sew the blan-
kets to provide warmth and comfort to those in need. 

 
When asked the question “Why did you participate?” Jayden Brown, 
16, from the Rossville FFA Chapter answered “Because I wanted to 
give back to the community that made me who I am today and it 
humbles me knowing that I helped people in need.” Kali Schurmeir, 
15, from the Tecumseh FFA Chapter answered with “To make mem-
ories with other members in FFA and to have fun” 
 
Members who volunteered were also asked “What did this experi-

ence teach you?” Chloe Thomas, 15, from the Clinton Prairie FFA Chapter said “Leadership skills and that 
giving back can be very rewarding.” Not only are members competing at state convention, they are also learn-
ing valuable skills and life lessons to incorporate into their daily life. 
 
Another awesome opportunity members were given on Tuesday was Food Finders. During the Food Finders 
community service project members had the opportunity to pack food for those in need. One of the projects 
consisted of volunteering at the Food Finders Food Bank. Jobs ranged from stacking cans to sorting meat and 
boxing it. We would like to give Kroger, Ceres Solutions, and CHS 
Inc. a huge shout out for making this project possible. Here is what 
a few volunteers had to say about it: 
 
Lillian Mcculloch 
Chapter: Wallace 
Job: working with the cans 

Favorite part about this project: Being 
able to work with my chapter and 
meet new chapters. 
 
Katie Tritle 
Chapter: Owen Valley 
Job: working with cans 
Favorite part about this project: seeing how different chapters could work togeth-
er to make an impact 
 
Allen Bokodi 
Chapter: North Judson   
Job: Bagging cucumbers 
Favorite part about this project: Meeting new people and helping others in need 
 
Any FFA member from any chapter will tell you how important community ser-
vice is to our organization. Being apart of FFA is living out our motto through 
events like this we are truly Living To Serve. Even during a fun time like conven-
tion these dedicated members put community and volunteer work first. 

Molly Jourden, Shirley Witt, and Kylie Schakel 



T 
wo years ago Indiana FFA started a ‘’Pay it 

Forward’’ campaign to help pay off the mort-

gage of the Leadership Center in Trafalgar, In-

diana. The campaign was a result of Indiana’s 

FFA goal to pay off the center by 2018, the 

50th anniversary. 

At the first general session of Indiana FFA State Conven-

tion members and guests were surprised to find out that 

the ‘’Pay it Forward’’ campaign was a success and the 

mortgage was paid off! Our goal had been met. The center 

is ours!  

A huge thank you goes out to everyone who played a role 

in making this happen. 

The constant support from the various chapters, sponsors, 

the state officers throughout the past two years has also been greatly appreciated. Without the help 

of these groups and other individuals, the center would not have the means to continue growing and 

helping foster the minds of young FFA members, and reaching this goal wouldn't have been possi-

ble. The Indiana FFA Leadership is necessary to cultivate leaders of tomorrow and to not only keep 

the agriculture industry alive but also to create good, participating citizens of the United States and 

long-lasting relationships.  

Thank you to everyone who has supported this campaign so the Leadership center can continue to 

be such an impactful special place not only for FFA 

members but for everyone who visits for years to 

come!  

 

Kylie Schakel 



Grace Dent 

The Blue & Gold market is a shop that is at state convention and the state fair 

every year selling various different FFA apparel and accessories. All of the 

sales from the Blue & Gold Market go to the Indiana FFA Foundation for 

scholarships and grants.  

Products you can find at the Blue & Gold Market:  

• National FFA apparel   

• Hats 

• Keychains  

• Exclusive Indiana FFA clothing line 

• Popsockets 

 

Visit the Blue & Gold Market located in the Stewart Center across from regis-

tration!  

Open:  

Wednesday– 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (Stewart Center)  & 10:30 p.m.-12:00 

a.m. (FFA Dance– South Ballroom)  

Want to help at the Blue & Gold Mar-

ket? Apply to help at the state fair by 

visiting the state fair page on 

inffa.org!  



Today’s events are brought to you by Vincennes University, Indiana Farm Bu-

reau, Rose Acre Farms, and Asphalt Pavement Association of Indiana  

 Vincennes University, located in Vincennes, Ind., is home to one of the larg-

est agriculture-based organizations available at the collegiate level. The inclu-

sion of a Collegiate FFA allows Vincennes to provide an opportunity for col-

lege students to continue their involvement in FFA and agriculture.  

Indiana Farm Bureau, 

headquartered in Indi-

anapolis, Ind., provides 

fellow Hoosiers with 

auto, life, home, business, and farm insur-

ance. While providing safety and liability to the state of Indiana, they still believe in saving time to 

support youth and agricultural programs, such as The Indiana FFA.  

Rose Acre Farms, located in Seymour, Ind., is 

the second-largest egg producer in the U.S. This 

family-started business donates thousands of 

eggs a year to many functions, including numer-

ous FFA Chapters to provide for their breakfasts 

or local fundraisers.  

The Asphalt Pavement Association of Indiana is dedicated 

to promoting the use of asphalt by developing and delivering 

customer-driven programs to enhance excellence in all as-

pects of asphalt production and construction. They also are 

dedicated to support Indiana FFA working directly with our 

members to give them hands on opportunities to get a feel 

of what the industry is like. 




