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Stars Over Indiana
Molly Jourden

D

uring the Hoosier
Degree Session on
Wednesday, June
20th, the Stars Over
Indiana were recognized. The
Stars Over Indiana are: Noah
Poynter - State Star in Agribusiness, Alexandria Laker State Star in Agriscience, Tyler Jester - State Star Farmer
and Drake Davis - Star in Agricultural Placement.
Eighteen year old Alexandria
Laker, from the DeKalb FFA
Chapter, was recognized as
the State Star for the Agriscience division. Alexandria has
participated in science fairs
since the first grade. Laker is
influenced by her parents,
mentors and her love for science. This fall Alexandria will
attend the university of
Findlay. She will be double
majoring in animal science
and biology, minoring in
chemistry.

Alexandria states, “I would not
be a State Star and in my future career without the support.”
Everything you work hard at
will have challenges, for Alexandria the most challenging
part of her journey was trial
and error in testing. In Alexandria’s own words, “I spent ten
hours straight in the lab just to
find out my data was off by
one affecting variable.”
When asked how it felt to be a
state star Alexandria replied
that it felt really good to know
that all the hours she poured
into research and lab trials
paid off and was worth it. “The
future of Ag is in the science
industry, and I am honored to
be the state star!” Laker
proudly claimed.

Grace Dent, Maddie Clingan, and Kylie Schakel

D

uring the 89th Indiana FFA State Convention there was a banquet held for all past state officers on
Tuesday. It was a great time to be able to catch up with old team members and mingle with others.
There was great talent presented throughout the night along with guest speakers. We had the opportunity to speak and interview with a few past state officers and hear inspiring words from them. Let’s
check out what they had to say.

Janna Oxford
2010-2011 State Treasurer
One thing you cherished during your year in office: ‘’I probably cherished the
friendships made with my teammates, we became really close throughout
the year’’.
One piece of advice to anyone who wants to become a state officer or just
became a state officer: ‘’Never give up: I actually ran the first year and didn’t
get it but then ran the following year and was selected so never give up’’.
How has being a state officer impacted your future: ‘’I’m actually an ag teacher so it help me prepare for the
classroom and take some of the fun stuff we learned and put it into the classroom’’.

Mike Doerstler
Reporter 1967-1968
One thing you cherished during your year in office: ‘’Well probably the friendships made with the other officers’’.
One piece of advice to anyone who wants to become a state officer or just
became a state officer: ‘’Go for it: there’s nothing like it at that age’’.
How has being a state officer impacted your future: ‘’Well I think I’ve met
several people throughout the state later in life I’ve seen and connected to and helped me with something’’.
Marshall Perkins

Northern Region Vice President 2012-2013
One thing you cherished during your year in office: ‘’Friendships I was able to
make with my teammates and all the members throughout FFA’’.
One piece of advice to anyone who wants to become a state officer or just
became a state officer: ‘’Someone who wants to be a state officer should be
open for new opportunities and new ways to stretch your comfort zone in
FFA. It will be a crazy year so always be open to new things’’.
How has being a state officer impacted your future: ‘’It really helped me become comfortable in spontaneous situations’’.

The 2018-19 Indiana FFA State Officer slate was posted Wednesday evening following the conclusion of the fifth session of the 89th Indiana State FFA
Convention at Purdue University. These seven individuals have been chosen by a committee of peers and will be voted for approval at the sixth session of the convention to take place on the morning of Thursday, June 21. If
elected, these individuals will serve as officers for the Indiana FFA Organization in the coming year.
The slate is as follows:
President: Samantha DeLey, Shenandoah FFA
Secretary: Brittany Gonzales, Tri-County FFA
North Region Vice President: Savannah Bordner, Carroll @ Flora FFA
South Region Vice President: Nathan Deatrick, North Harrison FFA
Treasurer: Austin Berenda, South Newton FFA
Reporter: Chyenne Deno, South Newton FFA
Sentinel: Jarrett Bailey, Bellmont FFA

Wednesday night Indiana FFA had one final hoorah at the State Convention Dance. Deshaun Marion from
the Beech Grove Chapter claimed that, “This dance was the best of any of the dances I’ve been to before. I
met so many new people and memories that are sure to last a long time.” During the dance the State FFA
Officers came on stage and danced to one of the songs from “The Greatest Showman” and mingled with the
crowd, including joining dance groups, giving high-fives, and striking up conversations with other members of
all ages. Group dances were easily the highlight of the night with songs like Cotton Eyed Joe, Cupid Shuffle,
and Wobble along with others. Hope that everyone made many new memories and new friendships that will
last a lifetime. Until next year Indiana FFA!

Shirley Witt

The Indiana FFA has seen many talent acts over
the past few days during sessions. Acts ranging
from singing to magic tricks graced Elliott Hall of
Music stage. These performers took the stage in
front of hundreds of FFA members and guests to
showcase their talents while FFA members and
guests cheered them on for their moment in the
spotlight.
When interviewing some participants all admitted
to being nervous before their performances.
Sarah Hoover, from the Prairie Heights FFA
Chapter, said, “Honestly, it’s extremely scary at
first. However, once I start performing the songs I
become comfortable and lose myself in the music.
It feels as if I’m the only person in the room and I
perform my best.”
“It’s not about you ability, or even your voice. When I think of talent, I think of passion. I think of a
heart full of joy and love ready to share their story. I draw my inspiration from Psalm 100:1-2 “Make a
joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with
singing,” said Kaitlinne Moldero from the Scottsburg FFA Chapter.

Thursday’s activities are brought to you by Purdue University, Purdue College of
Agriculture, DuPont Pioneer, Ice Miller LLP, and Wabash Valley Power Association.
Purdue University, located in West Lafayette, Ind., is one of the world’s leading
colleges of agriculture, food, life, and natural resource sciences.
Ice Miller LLP is a law firm operated in Indianapolis, IN. Here, many
attorneys and agribusiness specialists represent food and agriculture
companies across the country while monitoring the issues facing the
industry.
Wabash Valley Power Association is also located in Indianapolis, IN as an electric generation and transmission cooperative. This company also provides numerous amounts of
support to the Indiana FFA Organization, making it impossible to put on such great events without them.
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