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Whether you’re the state president 
or sitting with a peer that was 

alone at lunch, it’s making a difference. 
FFA is an organization based upon 
making a difference: making a differ-
ence for your peers, your school, your 
community, and your world. 

The first General Session, held on June 
20th, kicked off convention with key-
note speaker Grant Baldwin. Baldwin 
has spoken to thousands of FFA mem-
bers at 19 different FFA conventions 
about making that difference. 

He began his career as a youth pastor 
and used it as a starting point for his 
motivational speeches. Baldwin was 
introduced to a couple of professional 
speakers and found a new career path. 
He began to find his ‘voice’ and share 
his message. 

Grant explained that when making a 
difference there are two steps. Step 
number one being taking responsibili-
ty. He stated, “Stop assuming someone 
else will do it or take care of it. We 
have the mindset that we see some-
thing that bother us, but it doesn’t 
bother us enough to change it. Stop 
waiting for someone else to do it. Take 
responsibility.” 

He followed with his second step, 
starting small. He explained that small 
things make large impacts. He ex-
plained, “Making a difference means 

starting small. You might do something 
that means nothing to you but every-
thing to someone else.” 

Baldwin explained that having a differ-
ent voice has occurred within his own 
life, with his own daughter. “I’ll say 
something and it just won’t click, but 
when she hears it from someone else 
it does. I said that, but she didn’t hear 
my ‘voice,’” he explained. 

In terms of relaying his message to FFA 
member comments,“For some stu-
dents they hear similar stuff from their 
advisors or their parents, but when 
they hear it from someone like me it’s 
more like it’s coming from like a big 
brother, that type of vibe. And then it 
clicks or resonates differently than in 
the past.” 

He concluded the interview by chal-
lenging the “Blue Mafia” to transform 
and make a difference. He stated, “My 
biggest thing is to really encourage 
members to take action. I think the 
danger is that it is really easy to hear a 
talk and to laugh, to nod, and to play 
along, but not do nothing different, 
then we have kinda wasted our time. 
So what are you going to do differently 
as a result? That would be my big chal-
lenge: take some sort of small action.”
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Make a Difference!
by Jaiden Herald
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FFA Feeds the Day

“One of my favorite memories with my team is that for about a week straight 
we stayed up all night playing Monopoly! We were so competitive about it and had some great laughs together.”
-Jessica Mars, Indiana FFA State President

“It’s definitely impossible to pick a favorite memory with my team. From singing at the top of our lungs during car rides, 
to late night chats in the girls bedroom, to sitting down for dinner every night, no memory can be better than the other 
because they’re all valuable. The best part about this team is that we’re a family. We all understand each other and know 

our ins and outs. I wouldn’t change one thing about this team for the world.”
-Sneha Jogi, Indiana FFA State Northern Region Vice President

“The little things about my teammates and the small memories are the ones that truly mean the 
most. It’s our family style meals every night, our times working in the office together and even in the most stressful 
moments I am grateful for the small things that make our team work well together. I have gained 6 siblings this year and 
I am forever grateful for their love and support. I will miss the small things about living and working with each other but 
I am looking forward to tackling Purdue University together!”
-Emily Daugherty, Indiana FFA State Southern Region Vice President

“There are way too memories to nail down just one. There was never a dull moment with my team. My teammates know 
me better than I know myself, and I am so glad the little things have allowed us to create such close bonds and relation-

ships with my teammates!” -Chaela Minor, Indiana FFA State Secretary

“I had the unique opportunity to walk into a house full of six girls and a room to myself, but most 
importantly a house with six of my best friends. This year truly has flown by and I have had an absolute blast with the 
six of my teammates. Whether it was winning medals at the Johnson County Fair, staying up late at night to get ready 
for the next conference, or the long drives in Pete the Pilot (Mrs.Chaudion’s Car), I truly have experienced something 
remarkable because of who I have been with. As this year comes to a close, I know the six individuals I can friends will 
always be there.” -Nathan Blume, Indiana FFA State Treasurer

“This year has been a learning opportunity for my teammates and I. We learned how to become 
better speakers and facilitators, but we also learned some lessons you might not immediately think of. We learned how 

to live with 6 other people. We learned to appreciate late night Kroger runs and spontaneous lake swims. Through it all, 
we learned how to be more than just a team; we learned how to become a family.”

-Leah Jacobs, Indiana FFA State Reporter

“One of my favorite memories as a team happened in February. We were gearing up for the Fort 
Wayne Farm Show and when staff told us that we needed to pack lightly we took it as more of a challenge than simply 
a piece of advice. We spent the next few hours of our evening packing seven state officers, three days worth of clothing, 
into one suitcase. We did so by giving each person two gallons sized zip lock bags and spent the rest of our evening 
shoving all of that clothing into those small bags and rolling around the bedroom floor trying to squeeze all of the extra 
air out. It’s so simple and so stupid, but that little task that we conquered and the laughs we shared while doing it are one 
of my most memorable moments.”-Logan Glassburn, Indiana FFA State Sentinel 

State Officers: A Team Reflection
by Jaiden Herald



Life After FFA
by Abigale Wiggam & 
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FFA Members Provide Comfort

On Monday, June 20, Indiana FFA members spent the afternoon making tie blan-
kets for Riley Children's Hospital, The Villages, Peyton Manning Children’s Hos-

pital and LTHC Homeless Services. Over 200 FFA members and guests helped make 
200+ blankets to donate to these charities. 

Members wrote letters to accompany each blanket so the person receiving the 
blanket would know where the blankets were made and who made them. When 
asked what one were to game gain from participating in community service 
activities, Maddie Engelau, from the Columbus FFA chapter said, "I am hoping to 
make a change in people's lives and make them happy." Carson Patton from the 
Frankfort FFA chapter said "Our chapter helps out at our community egg hunt but 
painting eggs, filling them with candy and helping with prizes." 

Community service is an important part of FFA because we are all living to serve 
one another. Many chapters participate in local community service events and 
each year at the State FFA Convention members have the opportunity to give 
back to the Lafayette area and the state of Indiana. Make sure you check out 
community service events in your area or plan to be part of the event in 2018!

“I’ve got the power. You've got the power. We've got the power.” Valerie Earley 
uses this quote to influence the lives of thousands of FFA Members that she en-
counters. Ms. Earley was elected to the 2016-2017 National FFA Officer Team as 

Central Region Vice President at the 89th annual National FFA Convention and Expo this past October. 

The National FFA Officer Team consists of six members, whose primary responsibilities include sparking interest in 
younger FFA members, as well as promote FFA members and the opportunities that it holds for its members. 

Working with members is one of Earley’s favorite things that she does as a 
national officer. Earley began her FFA career like many others. Earley joined 
the Spring Valley-Wykoff FFA chapter because her older sister was an active 
member and she had lived on a farm her whole life. Earley believed FFA would 
be similar to 4-H, however it wasn't until she attended camp and learned how 
enthusiastic and passionate the region and chapter officers were about FFA, and 
what opportunities that it had to offer. 

Now, Earley spends all of her time to promote and inspire the future agricultur-
ists of America. Earley is currently an agricultural communications major at the University of Minnesota and plans 
to use her major to provide others with opportunities to grow and better the future of agriculture as well as better 
their communities.

by Abigale Wiggam & 
Ileana Brock 

Do You Have the Power?



START LEADING OTHERS.
START ABOVE THE REST.
START ACCOMPLISHING MORE.
START DEFINING YOURSELF.
START MAKING A DIFFERENCE.
START FEELING INSPIRED.
START STRONG.

©2015. Paid for by the United States Army. All rights reserved.

There’s strong. Then there’s Army Strong. Enroll in Army ROTC to
complement your education with the training, experience and skills
needed to make you a leader. Army ROTC also offers full-tuition
scholarships and a monthly stipend to help pay for your education. And
when you graduate, you will have an edge in life as an Army Officer and
a leader. All it takes is enrolling in MSL101.

                            For more on Army ROTC Opportunities, visit goarmy.com/rotc/ib22

Several FFA students competed in 25 Chapter Development Events on Tues-
day, June 20. These 25 events, did not include the dozens of other events 
that have/will be occurring the rest of the week. Dozens of CDE and LDEs will take place over the three days 
of convention. 

“Competing allows me to fully take in the extent of our organization, 
and even adds a little more competitive fun when you are competing 
against some people that you know”, says Noah Berning from the Heri-
tage FFA Chapter.

However, these CDE events are a lot more than just competing for some 
students. To Landon Hoffman from the East Central Chapter, compet-
ing in his Agriculture Mechanics Demonstration is a way to prepare for his future career. Yet, CDE events not 
only allow Berning and Hoffman the ability to compete and prepare for future careers, they also allow all FFA 
members the opportunity to change the future of America.

Chapter Development Events
by Kaitlyn Borden

Wednesday
Today’s events are brought to you by Vincennes University, Indiana 
Farm Bureau, Rose Acre Farms, and Dow AgroSciences. 

Vincennes University, located in Vincennes, Ind., is 
home to one of the largest agriculture-based organi-
zations available at the collegiate level. The inclusion 
of a Collegiate FFA allows Vincennes to provide an 
opportunity for college students to continue their 
involvement in FFA and agriculture. 

Indiana Farm Bureau, headquartered in Indianapolis, 
Ind., provides fellow Hoosiers 
with auto, life, home, business, 
and farm insurance. While pro-
viding safety and liability to the 
state of Indiana, they still be-
lieve in saving time to support 
youth and agricultural programs, such as The Indiana FFA. 

Rose Acre Farms, located in Seymour, Ind., is the second-largest egg 
producer in the U.S. This fami-
ly-started business donates thou-
sands of eggs a year to many 
functions, including numerous 
FFA Chapters to provide for their 
breakfasts or local fundraisers. 

At Dow AgroSciences in Indianapolis, Ind., numerous people are 
committed to supporting sustainable 
food production, while being transpar-
ent about the process and their role 
in it. Dow AgroSciences is a long time 
supporter of the Indiana FFA Organi-
zation and events, such as the State Presidents’ Conference and the 
National FFA Band and Chorus.

Sponsor Corner


